
Presenting Synovetin OA® to pet parents is exciting, and you’ll likely get questions about the treatment. Here are 
some answers that can help you, along with some additional background information about the science behind 
the procedure.

What is Synovetin OA®?
Synovetin OA® is a safe, effective, and long-lasting treatment for the pain and infl ammation of canine elbow 
osteoarthritis (OA). It’s a single injection into the elbow, done here in our hospital, after which your dog can go home.

How does Synovetin OA® work?
Synovetin OA® is a very advanced, safe form of nuclear medicine. It uses microscopic particles of therapeutic 
medical radioactive material. These particles are absorbed by and deactivate the cells within the joint that cause 
pain, infl ammation, and ongoing damage to the cartilage. While the microparticles are only active for a short time, 
the benefi ts of this targeted treatment can last up to one year.

What are the benefi ts of this treatment method?
Synovetin OA® is a convenient treatment option for canine elbow OA:
•  It’s a simple, safe, non-surgical procedure that allows your dog to go 

home the same day with no limitations on their activity afterwards.  
•  There’s no rehabilitation needed; however, if your dog is currently 

undergoing rehab, it can start right away at our hospital. 
•  It’s a targeted therapy that treats only the affected joint. You don’t 

have to give pills every day, and the active ingredients are not 
absorbed in the body like traditional medicines.

Is Synovetin OA® safe?
Yes, Synovetin OA® has been through numerous studies that proved 
the procedure is safe and has no signifi cant treatment-related adverse 
events. This same procedure has been used for more than 60 years 
to safely treat people with arthritis.

Discussing Synovetin OA® with Pet Parents
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Talking about Radiation

We are surrounded by radiation each and every day. Below are some facts to help address common areas 
of pet owner concern.

Synovetin OA® uses therapeutic medical radiation that:
•  Treats pain and infl ammation in the joint
•  Does not go into the urine, feces, saliva, or haircoat
•  Is very targeted—it remains inside the elbow joint. 
This procedure is extremely safe; however, some pet owners may have questions or concerns about the implications 
for their dog and family. Because of one type of radiation present, pet owners will need to follow some simple home-
care instructions after treatment. These easy steps will involve modifying interactions between their dog and family 
members for a few short weeks. None of these changes are likely to signifi cantly impact their normal behaviors.

Daily Radiation Exposure
•  Radiation has been used extensively in 

human medicine for decades, including 
for x-rays and injectable treatment 
of hyperthyroidism and other medical 
conditions. It is considered very safe. 

•  Every day up to 70,000 cardiac stress 
tests are conducted in people in North 
America using injectable medical 
radiation. 

•  We are all exposed to radiation every 
day, including from foods we eat and 
cosmic sources such as the sun. 
Radiation is a normal part of our 
everyday lives.

•  The amount of radiation expected to 
be emitted from the average treated 
dog is very low, equal to about ¼ the 
amount you’d be exposed to if you had 
a CT scan of your head.

Synovetin OA® Exposure
•  The amount of radiation emitted by Synovetin OA® is about the same amount generated by our bodies each year.
•  The majority of the radioactive component of Synovetin OA® has dissipated after just 2 weeks. There are no long-

term implications for you or your pet.

For additional information about nuclear medicine, visit www.nrc.gov. 
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